Botanical Ink Drawings/Drawing Leaves
Project 2

Brief Description: Working from an actual specimen create a botanical drawing of features of a tree.
Keep in mind this only for identification of the species. Therefore you do not need exact measurements
of each leaf, just ratios.
Goals: Become conscious of the characteristics of the species you are drawing. Refine skills and
perceptions involved in creating and controlling details of the specimen.
Objectives: Create a detailed oriented drawing of leaves from specimen.
Problem Statement: Make a drawing in which anyone can look at your drawing and easily identify the
specimen. While you need not draw to 100% of specimen, you need to draw in the correct ratio. To
make you drawing work more simply you will need to draw at 150% to 200%.
Standard of Learning:
Content Standard #1:
Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
•

Achievement Standard, Proficient:
Students apply media, techniques, and processes with sufficient skill, confidence, and sensitivity
that their intentions are carried out in their artworks. Students conceive and create works of
visual art that demonstrate an understanding of how the communication of their ideas relates
to the media, techniques, and processes they use

•

Achievement Standard, Advanced:

Students communicate ideas regularly at a high level of effectiveness in at least one visual arts.
Medium Students initiate, define, and solve challenging visual arts problems independently using
intellectual skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation
Content Standard #2:
Using knowledge of structures and functions
•

Achievement Standard, Proficient:
Students demonstrate the ability to form and defend judgments about the characteristics and
structures to accomplish commercial, personal, communal, or other purposes of art Students
evaluate the effectiveness of artworks in terms of organizational structures and functions.
Students create artworks that use organizational principles and functions to solve specific visual
arts problems

•

Achievement Standard, Advanced:
Students demonstrate the ability to compare two or more perspectives about the use of
organizational principles and functions in artwork and to defend personal evaluations of these
perspectives. Students create multiple solutions to specific visual arts problems that
demonstrate competence in producing effective relationships between structural choices and
artistic functions

Content Standard #6:
Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines
•

Achievement Standard, Proficient:
Students compare the materials, technologies, media, and processes of the visual arts with
those of other arts disciplines as they are used in creation and types of analysis Students
compare characteristics of visual arts within a particular historical period or style with ideas,
issues, or themes in the humanities or sciences

•

Achievement Standard, Advanced:
Students synthesize the creative and analytical principles and techniques of the visual arts and
selected other arts disciplines, the humanities, or the sciences

**Note: National Standards are being used for Scientific Illustration as parts of this course are currently
being shared, assessed and taught globally.

Materials:
Sketchbook
Bristol Board
Ink Pens Points; .8, .5, .1, .05
Centimeter ruler

Grid paper
Number H pencil
Kneaded eraser
Specimen
Project: The project is to complete an ink drawing of your specimen. In a step by step system like
drawing will make the final drawing easy.
1. Complete research, both written and visual.
2. Complete all sketches. Sketches are to include 20 details and 1 final sketch. Your final sketch
must to the size in which your final drawing will be.
3. Final drawing size must be at least 8.5 inches by 11 inches up to 14 inches by 17 inches.
4. Work out which type of hatching you will be using to create shading. This is to be completed on
a separate sheet of Bristol board.
5. In many cases you may need to enlarge your drawing of the specimen to 150% to 200% of the
actual specimen. You can do this by;
• Using the 1 centimeter grid paper, measuring one cm on actual specimen to equal 1.5
cm or 2 cm.
• Scan and print out your final sketch.
• You will need to trace your final sketch on to the Bristol Board.
• Make sure you use the H pencil to make your sketch onto the Bristol board.
6. Now that you have the sketch on your Bristol board, you can now start inking, keep in mind that
you are not to have heavy outlines. See examples above.
7. Remember to consider the features of the leaves as shown below.

Checklist of Leaf Characteristics
• Shape
• Edge (margin)
• Tip
• Base
• Surface
• Hairiness
• Timing
• Vein patterning
• Size
• Texture
• Tone
• Stem
• Joints
Samples of sketches
8. Keep in mind when drawing your final product you
must show the items as listed in the sketch at right.
1. Apex
2. Midvein (Primary vein)
3. Secondary vein.
4. Lamina.
5. Leaf margin
6. Petiole
7. Bud
8. Stem
9.
10.

Once your ink is dried, use the kneaded eraser and erase all pencil lines.
Put your name and the name of the specimen you drew on the back, along with the scale in
which you drew your specimen.

